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OTHER LEGISLATION AFFECTING INDIVIDUAL
RIGHTS

Legislation concerning freedom of speech and its limita-
tions, the law of slander and libel, hardly exists in America,
except only the efforts of newspapers to be free of the con-
sequences of libels published by them, provided they publish
a retractation; and the efforts of the people to protect their
reputation and right to privacy, as by laws like that of the
State of Pennsylvania prohibiting ridiculous or defamatory
cartoons, even of persons in public life; and the legislation
already attempted in some States to prohibit the use of a
person's likeness for advertising purposes, or to protect them
from the kodak fiend, or even to establish a general right to
privacy as to their doings, engagements, social entertain-
ments, etc., when they are of no legitimate interest to the
public. Legislation in these directions has, however, only
made a beginning.

The newspaper-libel laws usually provide that the retrac-
tation shall be a defence to a libel suit, at least if published
in as large a type and in as conspicuous a manner as the
original article complained of; sometimes they only provide
that in such cases the newspaper shall be relieved of all but
actual damages. The wisdom of such legislation is ques-
tionable, as the old adage runs: "A. lie will travel around
the world while the truth is putting on its boots"; moreover,
it is questionable whether they are not class legislation in
extending to a certain form of business or a certain trade a
protection which is not extended to others. There has been

301